


What is a Repair Café?

• Place where people bring their broken items.
• Work with experts to learn how to repair those broken 

items.
• Place to build community and build skills within that 

community.



Having more, owning less: how to fight 

throwaway culture
August 3, 2017 3.47am EDT
The Converstation

Pope Francis' guide to avoiding a 
'throwaway culture' The pontiff has 

challenged us to shun the quest for more, 

more, more in favor of solidarity Mary 

DeTurris Poust OSV Newsweekly

https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/493/PID/13569/authorid/654/AuthorName/MaryDeTurrisPoust/Default.aspx
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly.aspx








But wait the Library?

Books!
Reading!
Literacy!



literacy
[lit-er-uh-see] 

noun 1. the quality or state of being literate, 
especially the ability to read and write. 

2. possession of education: to question 
someone's literacy.

3. a person's knowledge of a particular subject 
or field: to acquire computer literacy; 
improving your financial literacy.



Regina Public Library Mission Statement

RPL offers:

 Free and open access to resources

Community space where people and ideas 
meet

Programs and services that support reading, 
curiosity and discovery

Community opportunities that complement 
and strengthen the public library offering

Value lifelong learning and growth.



Where did the idea come from?



Sadly, not us.



Martine Postma.

• Martine organised the very 

first Repair Café in 

Amsterdam, on October 18, 

2009. 

• This prompted Martine to start 

the Repair Café Foundation. 

Since 2011, this non-profit 

organisation has provided 

professional support to local 

groups in the Netherlands and 

other countries wishing to start 

their own Repair Café.



The Repair Café Foundation has the following goals: 

• a) to bring back repairing into local society in a modern way; 

• b) to maintain repair expertise and to spread this knowledge; 

• c) to promote social cohesion in the local community by connecting 
neighbours from very different backgrounds and with different 
motives with each other through an inspiring and low-key event. 



Repaircafe.org
• Buy starter kit

• Gives you the right to call it a Repair Café 
• Advertise your Repair Café on their website.
• Gives you a manual of best practices and organizational 

tips including an intake form and a feedback form.
• Have to use their logo and give them credit.





House Rules

•The work carried out in the Repair Café is performed free of charge on a voluntary basis by the repair 

experts at hand.

•Visitors carry out the repairs themselves whenever possible, but the repair experts on site can help if 

necessary.

•The fact that the repairs are being performed by unpaid volunteers reflects the allocation of risk and 
limitation of liability: neither the organisers of the Repair Café nor the repair experts are liable for any 

loss that may result from advice or instructions concerning repairs, for the loss of items handed over 

for the repair for indirect or consequential loss or for any other kind of loss resulting from work 
performed in the Repair Café. The limitations set forth in these house rules shall not apply to claims 

declared justified on the basis of liability arising by virtue of applicable consumer protection 

legislation which cannot be lawfully supersede.

•Visitors offering broken items for repair do so at their own risk.



House Rules Continued

•Experts making repairs offer no guarantee for the repairs carried out with their 
help and are not liable if objects that are repaired in the Repair Café turn out not 
to work properly at home.

•Repair experts are entitled to refuse to repair certain objects.

•Visitors to Repair Café are solely responsible for the tidy removal of broken 
objects that could not be repaired.

•To cut down on unnecessary waiting times during busy periods, a maximum of 
ONE broken item per person will be examined.  The visitor will join the back of 
the queue if there is a second item for repair.



What could you repair

• Bikes

• Things that needed to be sewed.

• Small household electronics eg lamp,

toaster etc.



What could have 
gone better?

1. I was not clever and 
planned and 
implemented this by 
myself.

2. There could have been 
more volunteers.

3. There could have been 
more spare parts for 
repairing and more tools 
available.

4. Could have been bigger 
and better!



What was 
wonderful about 
it?
1. We had 38 people 

come.

2. We had 32 things 
repaired.

3. The volunteers said 
they would do it again.

4. People wanted it to 
happen again.



Best parts are 
the little 

moments.

• Fixed dog bed.

• An unfixed remote 
control car.

• 4 people crowded 
around a bicycle.



May 27th 1:00-4:00 PM  
Central Library,  2311  12th Ave.


